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SOUTH WAIKATO DISTRICT COUNCIL 
The South Waikato District is centred around the farming and forestry service towns of 
Tokoroa, Putaruru and Tirau.

In the northern part of the district dairy farming is the predominant activity, while much of the 
southern part of the district is forestry land. The western part of South Waikato also includes 
some of the Waikato River’s hydroelectric generation plants. 

According to 2013 census data the population of the South Waikato district has declined 
slightly since 2001. Approximately half of the district’s population lives in Tokoroa.

South Waikato District Council is led by Mayor Neil Sinclair and 10 councillors.

Some key facts about South Waikato (July 2013) 
*Compiled by LGNZ based on information supplied by councils

Land area 1,795 square kilometres

Population 22,071

Rating units 10,104 

People per rating unit 2.2

Population per elected member 2,006

Median income per household (NZ median $28,500) $23,700 

Rating revenue $20.69 million

Total operating revenue $32.34 million

Operating expenditure $28.34 million 

Total assets $369.45 million

Net debt $23.07 million

South Waikato District 
is centred around 

farming and forestry 
service towns
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BAY OF PLENTY REGIONAL COUNCIL
The Bay of Plenty Regional Council area covers a long stretch of the North Island’s 
eastern coast, encompassing Tauranga, Whakatane and Opotiki as well as further inland 
to Rotorua and a small part of the Taupo District. Other recognisable land marks include 
Mount Tarawera, Mount Maunganui and White Island.

The cities and towns of Rotorua, Tauranga and Whakatane make up the bulk of the 
region’s population.

The region’s economy is based around tourism, agriculture and horticulture, and its port in 
Tauranga is one of the biggest in the country. 

Bay of Plenty Regional Council is led by chairperson Doug Leeder and 13 other elected 
members that represent each area of the region and Maori.

Some key facts about the Bay of Plenty region 
(July 2013) 
*Compiled by LGNZ based on information supplied by councils

Land area 12,253 square kilometres

Sea area 9,583 square kilometres

Population 267,741

Rating units 119,588 

People per rating unit 2.2

Population per elected member 20,595

Rating revenue $30.19 million

Total operating revenue $63.25 million

Operating expenditure $78.61 million 

Total assets $500.71 million

Net debt $0

The region’s economy 
is based around 

tourism, agriculture and 
horticulture, and its port 
in Tauranga is one of the 

biggest in the country
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TABLE 1: REGIONAL MAKEUP AND FINANCIALS 

Numbers at  
1 July 2013 

$000s

AREA STATISTICS

Population 22,071 267,741 8,500 68,900 46,000 34,200 6,357 32,907 114,789 333,724

Rating Units 10,104 119,588 5,630 28,953 20,054 15,635 2,930 22,013 51,430 156,749

People per Rating Unit 2.2 2.2 1.5 2.4 2.3 2.2 2.2 1.5 2.2 2.1

Land Area (km2) 1,795 12,253 3,098 2,615 2,120 4,450 22 6,354 168 20,622

Non Rateable  
Land Area (km2)

127 - 2,169 520 ? 1,792 3 2,248 19 6,878

Number of People (per 
km2)

12 22 3 26 22 8 289 5 683 16.2

Median Income 
(census 2013)  
NZ Median $28,500

23,700 - 20,700 26,900 26,300 25,600 18,800 28,200 27,100 26,357

Land Value ($000) 2,599,629 31,478,088 1,103,875 6,300,000 7,215,765 3,798,000 93,542 6,795,258 18,434,400 46,340,469

Capital Value ($000) 4,600,894 - 1,832,539 12,100,000 12,525,083 7,317,000 498,886 12,673,621 27,044,524 78,592,547

Land Value/Capital 
Value

1.77 n/a 1.66 1.92 1.74 1.93 5.33 1.87 1.47  1.70

FINANCIAL STATISTICS

Total Assets ($000s) 369,450 500,712 187,348 1,131,638 1,173,116 679,219 66,440 1,256,626 3,302,882 8,166,719

Assets per person 16,739 1,870 22,041 16,424 25,503 19,860 10,451 38,187 28,774 24,471

Assets per Rating Unit 36,565 4,187 33,277 39,085 58,498 43,442 22,676 57,086 64,221 52,101

BORROWINGS AND INVESTMENTS

Net Debt 23,066 0 2,858 156,092 140,023 45,936 61 82,129 377,000 804,099

Net Debt per person 1,045 0 336 2,265 3,044 1,343 10 2,496 3,284 2,409

Net Debt per Rating 
Unit2,283

2,283 0 508 5,391 6,982 2,938 21 3,731 7,330 5,130

Credit Rating (if rated) n/a n/a n/a n/a A+ n/a n/a AA- A+

COMMUNITY EQUITY

Equity ($000s) 355,263 449,883 178,045 961,794 977,702 618,909 64,531 1,062,772 2,927,752 7,146,768

Equity per person 16,096 1,680 20,946 13,959 21,254 18,097 10,151 32,296 25,506 21,415

Equity per Rating Unit 35,161 3,762 31,624 33,219 48,753 39,585 22,024 48,279 56,927 45,594

REVENUE

Total Rate Revenue 20,688 30,186 8,217 71,239 50,013 34,002 8,171 53,994 104,000 350,324

Rate revenue per 
person

937 113 967 1,034 1,087 994 1,285 1,641 906 1,050

Rate revenue per 
Rating Unit

2,048 252 1,460 2,461 2,494 2,175 2,789 2,453 2,022 2,235

Total Operating 
Revenue (excl DC/FCs 
and Vested Assets)

32,369 63,257 12,086 108,980 73,941 54,451 9,818 69,916 169,000 530,561

Total Operating 
Revenue per person

1,467 236 1,422 1,582 1,607 1,592 1,544 2,125 1,472 1,590

Total Operating 
Revenue per Rating 
Unit

3,204 529 2,147 3,764 3,687 3,483 3,351 3,176 3,286 3,385

EXPENDITURE

Operating Expenditure 28,376 78,610 11,968 121,931 74,578 59,102 9,947 79,308 171,000 556,210

Operating Expenditure 
per person

1,286 294 1,408 1,770 1,621 1,728 1,565 2,410 1,490 1,667

Operating Expenditure 
per Rating Unit

2,808 657 2,126 4,211 3,719 3,780 3,395 3,603 3,325 3,548

REPRESENTATION

Total number of 
Elected Members

11 13 7 13 12 11 9 11 11 87

Population per elected 
member

2,006 20,595 1,214 5,300 3,833 3,109 706 2,992 10,435 3,836
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TABLE 4: OPERATING COSTS PER PERSON OF KEY ACTIVITIES FOR EACH COUNCIL  
(INCLUDING DEPRECIATION AND SUPPORT COSTS) FROM 2013 ANNUAL REPORTS

ANNUAL 
REPORTS 
2012/13

$000s

Water Supply 151 217 176 116 215 131 150 0 99 165

Wastewater 175 403 219 51 265 149 50 0 119 187

Stormwater and 
Flood Control

104 47 34 98 95 51 33 39 26 66

Transport 260 486 235 242 508 155 396 52 308 326

Economic 
Development

17 114 156 6 19 161 69 10 94 77

Waste 
Management

24 126 199 160 26 163 144 0 104 120

Emergency 
Management

5 0 0 0 0 10 0 5 0 2

Airport 24 18 0 6 0 61 1 0 1 16

Libraries 69 58 71 79 51 47 28 0 60 58

Leisure and 
Facilities

205 465 381 227 0 202 0 0 122 211

Parks and  
Open Spaces

145 223 0 0 125 217 186 2 0 128

Governance and 
Democracy

19 118 75 69 52 244 67 19 466 92

Policy/Planning 58 60 13 49 38 48 60 26 52 47

Regulatory 53 22 130 79 91 130 99 23 81 86

Support 0 0 0 14 82 133 0 21 0 33

Other 3 63 -124 32 53 80 145 13 0 36

Environmental 
Protection

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 87 0 0
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TABLE 5: OPERATING COSTS PER RATING UNIT OF KEY ACTIVITIES FOR EACH COUNCIL  
(INCLUDING DEPRECIATION AND SUPPORT COSTS) FROM 2013 ANNUAL REPORTS

ANNUAL 
REPORTS 
2012/13

$000s

Water Supply 336 325 381 254 493 311 226 0 216 332

Wastewater 391 603 475 112 608 355 75 0 260 374

Stormwater and 
Flood Control

233 70 75 215 219 121 50 88 56 140

Transport 579 727 509 529 1165 368 598 117 673 639

Economic 
Development

39 171 339 12 43 383 104 23 206 156

Waste 
Management

53 189 432 350 60 388 217 0 227 241

Emergency 
Management

11 0 0 0 0 24 0 11 0 5

Airport 53 27 0 12 0 145 2 0 2 34

Libraries 154 87 154 173 118 111 42 0 130 120

Leisure and 
Facilities

458 695 826 496 0 480 0 0 266 422

Parks and  
Open Spaces

324 333 0 0 287 516 281 5 0 249

Governance and 
Democracy

42 177 162 150 120 581 101 41 1017 190

Policy/Planning 129 90 28 108 87 115 91 58 113 93

Regulatory 119 33 281 172 209 309 150 51 176 182

Support - 0 0 30 188 316 0 48 0 76

Other 6 94 -269 70 122 190 220 30 0 62

Environmental 
Protection

- 0 0 0 0 0 0 194 0 0
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‘MORE FOR LESS’
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LOOKING  
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FUTURE
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APPENDICES

»  �Setting the Compass: Collaboration Bay of Plenty Strategic Direction 2014-16

»  �Local Government: A snapshot by Grant Thornton

»  �Local Government Structural and Electoral Reform in Western Australia  

– Ensuring the Future Sustainability of Communities

»  �Local Government Amalgamation Guide – A Guide to Assist Local Governments (August 2013)

»  �Ministerial Circular No 3-2007 - Local Government Advisory Board Report into  

Structural and Electoral Reform in Western Australia


